
HENRY
SHIPES 
HENRY SHIPES WAS A RESPECTED AFRICAN AMERICAN BUSINESS OWNER
AND CIVIC LEADER IN BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA, WHOSE WORK HELPED
EXPAND OPPORTUNITIES FOR BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT. AS THE OWNER OF MR. DISCOUNT PLUS, HE
STRENGTHENED THE LOCAL ECONOMY WHILE CREATING JOBS AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS AT A TIME WHEN RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION MADE BUSINESS OWNERSHIP AND FINANCIAL GROWTH
ESPECIALLY CHALLENGING. HIS SUCCESS REFLECTED DETERMINATION,
RESILIENCE, AND A DEEP COMMITMENT TO SERVING HIS COMMUNITY.

BEYOND HIS BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENTS, SHIPES WAS KNOWN FOR HIS
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP. HE ADVOCATED FOR GREATER
REPRESENTATION, FAIRNESS, AND INCLUSION IN BAKERSFIELD’S PUBLIC
AND ECONOMIC LIFE, HELPING TO LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS OF BLACK BUSINESS OWNERS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS.
HIS INFLUENCE EXTENDED BEYOND COMMERCE, DEMONSTRATING THE
POWER OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP AS A VEHICLE FOR SOCIAL CHANGE AND
EMPOWERMENT.

HENRY SHIPES’ LEGACY IS ROOTED IN PERSEVERANCE, LEADERSHIP, AND
COMMUNITY IMPACT. HE IS REMEMBERED NOT ONLY FOR HIS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS AN ENTREPRENEUR BUT ALSO FOR THE EXAMPLE
HE SET SHOWING THAT OWNERSHIP, SERVICE, AND ADVOCACY CAN
CREATE LASTING CHANGE. HIS LIFE AND WORK REMAIN A VITAL PART OF
BAKERSFIELD’S AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY, INSPIRING OTHERS TO
PURSUE OPPORTUNITY WHILE UPLIFTING THEIR COMMUNITIES.


